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There are indications that both criminal and terrorist groups are planning or intend acts of violence 

against foreigners in eastern Sabah, notwithstanding the Government of Malaysia’s increased ability to 

detect, deter and prevent such attacks. The Abu Sayyaf Group, based in the southern Philippines, has 

kidnapped foreigners in eastern Sabah in the past.  Criminal elements are also responsible for 

kidnapping and piracy committed against foreigners.  Of present concern are the resorts (and 

transportation to and from) located in isolated areas of eastern Sabah, including Semporna and the 

islands of Mabul and Sipadan.  Please avoid or use extreme caution in connection with any travel in 

these areas or locations. 


